Economic activity starting to fall...
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Employment also declining
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Economic Activity

Data for the three months to September shows
that there were 4.43 million economically active
people aged over 16 in the South East, or 3,000
higher than in the previous quarter.?

The economic activity rate in the South East, at
82.8%, is still the highest in the country, despite
being 0.1% lower than the previous quarter.

At 79.1%, the national figure remained unchanged
on the previous quarter.

Employment

In the three months to September there were 4.23
million people aged over 16 in employment in the
South East, which is 15,000 less than in the
previous quarter. In the UK there were 29.4
million people in employment - 99,000 fewer than
in the previous quarter. This suggests that the fall
in employment has slowed slightly in the UK
compared to last month’s data release, while the
South East is showing its first quarterly fall in
employment since the beginning of 2007.

Over the three months to September the South
East recorded one of the Ilargest falls in
employment of any region. Only the North West,
West Midlands, Wales and London saw larger falls
in employment. However, to put this in context,
the South East has the largest number of people in
employment, outside London, so a drop of 15,000
represents just 0.4% of the workforce. Moreover,
there are still 45,000 more people in employment
in the South East than in September last year.

Breaking down the figures by gender reveals that
for the first time in recent months female
employment in the South East fell, to a greater
degree than male employment. Female
employment dropped by 9,000 in the three
months to September, while male employment fell
by 6,000.

! The economically active are those who are in employment or unemployed but available for work.
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The employment rate for women in the South East

fell by 0.3% to 74.6%, making it the second
highest in the country behind the South West. The
UK female employment rate dropped by 0.2% to
70.1%.

Unemployment
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The increase in unemployment in the South East
was entirely driven by a growth in male
unemployment, which increased by 20,000 (the
largest increase of any region) while female
unemployment fell by 2,000 The male
unemployment rate increased by 0.8% to 5%. The
female unemployment rate fell by 0.1% to 4.1%.

There were 84,800 people in the South East
claiming Job Seekers’ Allowance (JSA) in October
- some 4,000 more than in September. The
number of men claiming JSA increased by around
3,200 between September and October and the
number of female claimants by around 800. There
were almost 981,000 people in the UK claiming
JSA, and the number increased by 36,500
between September and October.
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